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Christmas Tree 
Pickup Offered 
The city of Maumee 

provides curbside 
Christmas tree pickup 
for residents. Pickup is 
scheduled for the month 
of January. Residents’ 
trees should be stripped 
of all decorations and 
put out on Sunday 
evenings. Tree bags are 
required to be removed 
prior to collection. 

• 
The deadline for the 

January 5 issue is 
Thursday, December 
29. 

• 
Readers interested in 

submitting items to this 
column may do so by 
sending an email to 
info@themirrornews-
paper.com or by send-
ing a typed press release 
to The Mirror, 113 W. 
Wayne St., Maumee, 
OH 43537. Deadlines 
are at 5:00 p.m. on each 
Thursday prior to the 
following Thursday’s 
publication. All items 
will be used solely at the 
editor’s discretion. 
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THE MIRROR
REFLECTING LIFE ALONG THE MAUMEE RIVER SINCE 1980

A return to normalcy 
after nearly two years of 
COVID-19 restrictions, the 
planning and implementa-
tion of major public con-
struction projects, and sever-
al instances of remarkable 
kindness and generosity from 
local citizens and organiza-
tions were among the hall-
marks of the year that was 
2022 in Maumee. 

Each week, The Mirror is 
committed to bringing its 
readers the important stories 
and information about the 
people, places and events that 
help shape Maumee. These 
are just a few of the highlights 
from the past year: 

January 
• William Ezakovich com-
pleted his Eagle Scout proj-
ect at the sledding hill 
located inside Side Cut 
Metropark. William and his 
group of volunteers con-
structed a 6-foot fence and a 
21-step stairway, utilizing 
railroad ties, rebar and 
crushed stone screening as 
primary materials. The 
result of the project was eas-
ier and safer access to the 
top of the sledding hill for 
children and adults. 
• Wayne Trail students and 
community members vol-
unteered to pack a total of 
101,088 meals that were dis-
tributed by Feed My 
Starving Children partners 
to schools, orphanages, clin-
ics and feeding programs 
around the world in an 
effort to deliver hope to 
individuals caught in the 
cycle of poverty. 
• Maumee City Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Todd 
Cramer addressed the board 
of education at a January 10 
organizational meeting, 
announcing strides in 
progress following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• The Maumee Chamber of 
Commerce welcomed its 
2022 board of directors dur-
ing its January 11 meeting at 
The Pinnacle in Maumee. 
Board members included: 
board president Debby 
Dickinson Peters of 
Connext Nation, Tina 
Denker of Premier Bank, 
Melissa Tackett of 
Metamora State Bank, 
Darlene Knapp of Knapp & 
Associates, Marissa Fitz-
patrick of RCO Law, Grant 
Sims of Munn Wealth 
Management, Deitra Hickey 
of Serenity Health and 
Wellness, Rachel Baur of 
New Life Spine Center, Kelle 
Pack of McLaren St. Luke’s 
Foundation, Mike Wiley of 
the Maumee City Board of 
Education, Damian Ogro-
dowski of Savage, Rick 
Johnson of Telesystem, Joe 
Szafarowicz of PT Link 
Physical Therapy and 
Kristin Metzger of William 
Vaughan Company. 
• In Bloom Flowers & Gifts 
in uptown Maumee and 
Beautiful Blooms by Jen in 
Sylvania paired up to gift 
local teachers with bouquets 
to honor them for their ded-
ication to the community 
over the past two years. 

February 
• Maumee Mayor Rich Carr 
teamed up with Angela 
Nuhfer, the co-owner of 
PizzAroma in Maumee, for 
a noble cause on Super Bowl 
Sunday by creating a 
Cincinnati Bengals “Who 
Dey” pizza special to benefit 
the Under One Roof Food 
Pantry at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in 
Maumee.  
• Maumee’s four newest city 
council members were pub-
licly recognized at the 
February 7 meeting: Margo 

The Year In The Mirror: A Final Look Back At 2022

(continued on page 7)

A four-member humanitarian team that delivered medical aid to refugees in Ukraine 
met at Dr. Richard Paat’s medical office in Maumee on April 6 to gather supplies and 
pack them into eight duffel bags weighing 50 pounds each. Pictured in the basement 
(from left) are Myra Paat, registered nurse; Dr. Richard Paat, internal medicine physi-
cian affiliated with McLaren St. Luke’s Hospital; Dr. Adam Nofziger, emergency medi-
cine specialist; and Dr. Svitlana Zhukivska, family care physician affiliated with The 
University of Toledo Medical Center.                                     

The Toledo Clinic and Karmanos Cancer Institute created a partnership to open the first National Cancer Institute-designated cancer center in 
Northwest Ohio, located in Maumee’s Side Cut Crossings, on April 14.                                                                             MIRROR PHOTOS BY MIKE McCARTHY

William Ezakovich stands in the foreground of his completed Eagle Scout project at 
the sledding hill located inside Side Cut Metropark. William and his group of volun-
teers constructed a 6-foot fence and a 21-step stairway, utilizing railroad ties, rebar 
and crushed stone screening as primary materials. William and his crew worked on 
the project late last year and completed it on December 8, 2021, in plenty of time for 
the winter sledding season.                                              
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Taking A Look Back At The Events That Shaped Maumee’s 2022
Puffenberger, Josh Harris, 
Jon Fiscus and Philip 
Leinbach. 
• Maumee Little League 
scored a late-inning victory 
as 50 players took advantage 
of an extended registration 
deadline to sign up for the 
2022 baseball season. League 
officials initially voiced con-
cerns when player registra-

tions dropped from an aver-
age of over 250 kids in 
recent years to just 160. 
• Maumee City Council was 
called to an emergency 
meeting following a series of 
potentially hazardous events 
caused by rapid flooding of 
the Maumee River, which if 
left unchecked could have 
caused significant damage to 
the health and property of 

many Maumee residents, as 
well as to the city’s sewer 
system.  

A temporary pump had 
been overwhelmed by 
Maumee River water and 
was shut down over the 
weekend as a safety precau-
tion until it was determined 
that the river had receded to 
a safe level and no longer 
posed a threat. 

• During the Metroparks 
Toledo Board of Directors’ 
February 23 meeting, presi-
dent Scott Savage credited 
photographer Art Weber for 
50 years of service to the 
parks. Weber has served as 
The Mirror outdoor editor 
for the past 23 years. 

March 
• The 15th annual Acoustics 
for Autism event took place 

in uptown Maumee, run by 
nonprofit organization 
Project iAm. More than 80 
bands filled eight stages on 
March 6. The event, founded 
in 2008 by Nicole Khoury, 
was created as a vehicle to 
raise funds to assist families 
with children who have 
autism spectrum disorder. 
• The Maumee Indoor 
Theater marquee displayed 

the message “Maumee 
Stands With Ukraine” in a 
public show of support for 
the Ukrainian people suffer-
ing at the hands of an invad-
ing Russian army. 
• Seven individuals and one 
local nonprofit organization 
were honored at the 
Hometown Hero Awards on 
March 10 for their dedica-

(continued on page 8)

(continued from page 1)

For the first time on March 6, Conant Street was completely closed down between 
Broadway and John streets for Acoustics for Autism so the public could enjoy the 
event with more space outdoors. On the street were several food trucks and a stage.     

MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY 

Wayne Trail Elementary School held a food build for Feed My Starving Children, a nonprofit 
organization that provides protein-rich food to hungry communities around the world, in 
January. Thanks to donations of more than $25,000, over 100,000 meals were assembled.  

MIRROR PHOTO BY KAREN GERHARDINGER

In February, construction was delayed on the new Elizabeth Street Pump Station, 
located in the floodplain below East Harrison and Elizabeth streets. The $1.2 million 
project was temporarily halted due to supply chain shortages for the parts necessary 
to complete the project.                                                              MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

Fairfield Elementary kindergarten students (from left) Penelope Mata, Isabelle Hupp and 
William Mitchell work on some math activities last January. Of the 2,290 students 
enrolled in Maumee City Schools, last year’s kindergarten class was the largest – at 200 
for the district.                                                                     MIRROR PHOTO BY KAREN GERHARDINGER

Maumee Mayor Richard Carr (left) and fellow longtime Bengals fan and Maumee resi-
dent Rob Fairchild (right) admire the “Who Dey” pizza held by PizzAroma co-owner 
Angela Nuhfer (center) for last year’s Super Bowl. The first 100 people to purchase the 
$9.00 specialty pizza saw their funds donated to the Under One Roof Food Pantry at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Maumee.                                    MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY  

The Metroparks Toledo Board of Directors honored Art Weber for 50 years of service 
with the parks during its February 23 meeting. Pictured are (from left) Scott Savage, 
Lera Doneghy, Art Weber and Fritz Byers.                       MIRROR PHOTO BY KAREN GERHARDINGER
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The Mirror’s Year In Review: Remembering The Events Of 2022
tion to the community and 
their advocacy for Maumee 
residents. Honored were: 
Outstanding Citizen Eddie 
Campos, River Award recipi-
ent Sunshine Communities, 
Bridge Award recipients 
Cam Coutcher and Brian 
Jones, and Golden Apple 
Award recipients Annette 
Carroll, Shannon Cusumano, 
Terri Mortemore and Lisa 
Pauken. 
• Maumee City Council held 
a special meeting to approve 
$14 million in funding for 
the Uptown Maumee 
Streetscape Improvements 
Project. The project entails 
the complete renovation of 
Conant Street and the 
adjoining side streets in the 
uptown Maumee business 
district. 
• Mike Dick, a seventh-
grade science teacher at 
Gateway, who has spent the 
last several years working on 
an urban prairie after begin-
ning a tag-and-release pro-
gram for monarch butter-

flies at the middle school, 
was recognized as Ohio 
Teacher of the Year by the 

Ohio Federation of Soil & 
Water Conservation 
Districts (OFSWCD).  

April 
• A Maumee-area medical 
team traveled near the bor-

der of Ukraine and Hungary 
on a humanitarian mission 
to deliver badly needed 

medical supplies, medicine 
and surgical equipment to 
Ukrainian refugees suffering 
in the aftermath of the 
Russian bombardment of 
Ukrainian cities. 
• A night of great music and 
plenty of good laughs in 
uptown Maumee resulted in 
some serious cash to help 
those suffering in Ukraine. 
The “Dr. D Live” fundraiser, 
held at the Maumee Indoor 
Theater, was a huge success 
with 420 tickets sold and 
thousands of dollars raised to 
help the people of Ukraine. 
• Representatives from the 
Karmanos Cancer Institute 
and The Toledo Clinic, along 
with Maumee Mayor Rich 
Carr and other local officials, 
cut the ribbon on the new $30 
million cancer treatment 
facility at Side Cut Crossings 
on April 14. The new 65,424-
square-foot facility represents 
a huge investment by the two 
health care leaders, resulting 
in the availability of high-
quality cancer treatment, 

(continued from page 7)

(continued on page 9)

The highest honor of the 47th annual Hometown Hero 
Banquet, the Maumee Outstanding Citizen Award, went to 
Eddie Campos. The Outstanding Citizen is someone who 
has made Maumee a better place through their time and 
talent. Several individuals nominated Campos because of 
his commitment to organizations and individuals, philan-
thropic efforts and donation of his time. John Mangas, 
who introduced Campos at the March 10 event, said he 
does everything with grace, dignity, a smile and a bit of 
humor. Campos is pictured with his wife, Jennifer.                   

MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY  

Ukrainian citizens Yuriy and Tetiana Griga appeared 
onstage at “Dr. D Live” at the Maumee Indoor Theater on 
April 7, sharing their personal story with the audience.     

 MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

Maumee administrator Patrick Burtch and Maumee City Council president Jim 
MacDonald present the city of Maumee flag to Mike D’Eramo, chief administrative offi-
cer of The Toledo Clinic, as Maumee Mayor Rich Carr (left) speaks to the crowd at the 
grand opening of a new cancer center in Side Cut Crossings on April 14.  

MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

Representatives from Karmanos Cancer Institute and The Toledo Clinic, along with 
Maumee Mayor Rich Carr and other local officials, cut the ribbon on the new cancer 
institute at Side Cut Crossings on April 14.                             MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

Maumee Police Chief Josh Sprow (left) welcomes new police officers Samuel 
Rudolph, Gavin Slattman and Grant Urenovitch following the patrolmen’s confirma-
tions by Maumee City Council on April 25.                             MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY 

Workers from Helms & Sons Excavating Inc. help tear up the sidewalk at the corner of 
Conant and East Wayne streets on May 17 as the Uptown Maumee Streetscape 
Improvements Project kicked off.                                             MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY
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Taking A Look Back At The Highlights Of 2022 In Maumee
including early access to clin-
ical trials, for local patients. 
• Maumee City Council 
confirmed the mayoral 
appointments of three new 
police officers at its April 25 
meeting: Samuel Rudolph, 
Gavin Slattman and Grant 
Urenovitch. 
• Maumee Little League ush-
ered in its 2022 baseball season 
on April 30 with the annual 
parade in uptown Maumee, 
followed closely by opening 
day ceremonies at Robert S. 
Hoag Field at Ford Park and a 
day full of baseball games. 

May 
• During a May 2 press con-
ference, it was announced 
that Sports Facilities 
Companies, a national firm 
that has developed ballfields, 
event centers and sports 
complexes throughout the 
United States, had been 
selected by the Lucas 
County Board of 
Commissioners to provide a 
thorough analysis and plan 
for the Recreation Center on 
Key Street in Maumee. 
• Maumee City Council 
approved an expenditure of 
$339,788 for the design and 
installation of new city gate-
way signage at its meeting 
on May 2. 
• The Maumee Police 
Division’s annual awards 
banquet returned on May 3 
after a short hiatus because 
of COVID-19. Officers and 
several members of the 
community were honored 
for both the 2020 and 2021 
awards they received. 
• Trailside Lofts, a $15 mil-
lion 50-unit affordable 
housing complex broke 

ground in the Side Cut 
Crossings development near 
the intersection of Ford 
Street and the Anthony 
Wayne Trail.  
• The $14 million Uptown 
Maumee Streetscape Im-
provements Project began as 
an excavation crew started 
tearing up sidewalks in the 
300 block of Conant Street on 
the morning of May 17. 
• Claire’s Day made its 
return to the Maumee 
Branch Library on May 21 
for its 20th anniversary. The 
event hosted a variety of 
authors and illustrators. 
• McLaren St. Luke’s 
Hospital announced the 
elimination of the Family 
Birthing Center that has 
been in operation since 
April 15, 1997. The depart-
ment saw a decline in births, 
especially since Paramount 
– ProMedica’s insurance 
plan – stopped offering cov-
erage at McLaren St. Luke’s 
Hospital in 2020.  
• After a two-year absence 
due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, the Maumee 
Memorial Day parade 
returned to uptown 
Maumee on May 30. Due to 
the construction work tak-
ing place on Conant Street, 
the parade route was 
changed to White Street and 
East Broadway Street. 
• Maumee City Council held 
a special meeting on May 31 
to unanimously approve the 
signing of a 15-year lease for 
a new upscale eatery to be 
located at 422 Conant St., in 
the building formerly 
owned and occupied by 
Citizens Bank.   

(continued from page 8)

A group of Maumee Little Leaguers ring in the season with a “play ball!” after the opening day parade on April 30. 
MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY

The Maumee American Legion Post 320 color guard leads the annual Memorial Day parade through uptown 
Maumee. Pictured are (from left) Bob Kwiatkowski, Jay Shoemaker, Ken Vaughn, Chris Fargo, Rick Bryant, Mike 
Brown and Richard Cymbola.                                                                                                 MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY

Art Weber’s “Gull Gathering” photo entry earned the President’s Choice Award from the Outdoor Writers Association of America in June. The photo was taken at the Maumee 
River near the Jerome Road rapids at Side Cut Metropark.                                                                                                                                       METROPARKS TOLEDO PHOTO BY ART WEBER

(continued on page 10)
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On July 27, Maumee Pointe Assisted Living & Memory Care opened its new 69,310-square-foot facility at 1050 Medical Center Pkwy. in Maumee’s new Side Cut Crossings devel-
opment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY 

A Look Back At The Events That Shaped Maumee In 2022

A ceremonial groundbreaking was held for the I-475 and US 20A interchange on June 29, with work beginning on July 5. 
Pictured are (from left) Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) project engineer Dan Kelsey; Kokosing represen-
tatives Craig Wing, Joel Domer and Tammy Stierhoff; ODOT director Jack Marchbanks; Lucas County Engineer Mike 
Pniewski; TMACOG vice president of transportation Dave Gedeon; ODOT District 2 deputy director Pat McColley; 
Monclova trustee Chuck Hoecherl; engineer Rich Martenko; Toledo chamber president Wendy Gramza; Maumee City 
Council member Jim MacDonald and Mayor Rich Carr; and Spartan Chemical chairman and CEO Stephen Swigart. 

MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

Beth Meyer, a Bittersweet Farms resident, competed in the 
2022 Special Olympics USA Games in June. While there, 
she competed in the 100-yard breaststroke and 100-yard 
and 50-yard freestyles. She won silver in the 50-yard 
freestyle, achieving a lifelong goal.                                            

PHOTO COURTESY OF BITTERSWEET 

The Maumee Pointe team consists of (from left) front row, Dawna Kosier, business 
office manager; Ellie Selders, memory care director; Heather Barnhiser, executive 
director; Kim Wood, community relations director; Samantha Puehler, life enrichment 
coordinator; Amanda Naus, RN, wellness director; and back row, Thomas Barnhiser, 
facilities manager and William Richardson II, dining services director.                                       

MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

On July 29, former Maumee basketball and softball coach Jim Robinson Sr. (seated) 
was able to see the court that has been named after him. Joining him were (from left) 
back row, former players Nick Porter, Brian Chapman, Bryan Borcherdt and Josh 
Culling, and interim Assistant Superintendent Matt Dick; and front row, former teacher 
and friend Terri Mortemore and wife Carol Robinson.               MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY

June 
• The Outdoor Writers 
Association of America 
announced that it would 
honor Art Weber, of 
Metroparks Toledo, with 
its prestigious President’s 
Choice Award for “Gull 
Gathering,” a nature photo 
that he captured on a 
photo shoot at Side Cut 

Metropark in November 
2021. 
• On June 6, Maumee City 
Council approved a request 
by Isaac Land Investments 
president Zac Isaac to annex 
27 acres of Monclova 
Township property at the 
northeast corner of the 
Fallen Timbers mall into 
Maumee. 

• Maumee City Council 
received a notice from the 
Ohio Division of Liquor 
Control on an application by 
Backyard Bar Enterprises 
LLC, dba Banter Bar Room, 
for a TREX liquor permit 
obtained from Fat Jacks LLC, 
dba Fat Jacks. The new bar 
will be located at 128 W. 
Wayne St. in uptown 

Maumee at the site of the for-
mer JM Designs LLC. 
• Maumee City Council 
approved a resolution author-
izing a contract between the 
city and the Ohio Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) to 
begin work on the US 24 
Anthony Wayne Trail 
improvement project, consist-
ing of pavement widening, 

curb, a 10-foot-wide shared-
use path, curb ramps, 
drainage improvements, 
lighting, signage, pavement 
markings and traffic signal 
upgrades. 
• A ceremonial ground-
breaking was held for the I-
475 and US 20A interchange 
on June 29, with work 
beginning on July 5. 

• Beth Meyer, a Bittersweet 
Farms resident, competed in 
the 2022 Special Olympics 
USA Games in June, winning a 
silver in the 50-yard freestyle 
and achieving a lifelong goal. 

July 
• The Federal Inn, a new 
uptown Maumee bed-and-
breakfast facility located at 

(continued on page 11)
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219 E. Wayne St., held its 
grand opening and ribbon-
cutting ceremony on July 8.  
• Maumee Pointe Assisted 
Living & Memory Care held 
its grand opening and rib-
bon-cutting ceremony on 
July 27 at Side Cut Crossings 
in Maumee. The beautiful 
69,310-square-foot facility 
features 22 apartments for 
memory care and 58 apart-
ments for assisted-living 
residents.  
• After seven years with 
Maumee City Schools, 
Superintendent Dr. Todd 
Cramer stepped down on 
July 29 after accepting a pro-
fessorship at Bowling Green 
State University. 
• Maumee City Council 
approved the permanent 
closure of East and West 
Harrison streets from 
Conant Street. 
• On July 29, former Maumee 
basketball and softball coach 
Jim Robinson Sr. was able to 
see the newly finished basket-

ball court at MHS that has 
been named after him. 
• Maumee City Schools named 
former Assistant 
Superintendent Steve Lee as 
the interim superintendent 
along with Matt Dick as inter-
im assistant superintendent 
and Scott Perrotte as interim 
high school principal. 
• Maumee athletic director 
Matt Szyndler announced his 
resignation, with varsity foot-
ball coach Cam Coutcher 
tapped to fill the role. 

August 
• New staff members joining 
Maumee City Schools were 
given a tour of the school 
district during a welcoming 
event on August 11. 
• Maumee City Council 
authorized a contract for the 
paving of the White Street 
Park parking lot along the 
Maumee River during an 
August 15 meeting. 
• The 45th annual Maumee 
Summer Fair and Taste of 
Maumee took place on 

Recapping The Events Of A Busy Maumee In 2022

Smiling faces dotted the weekend during the Maumee Summer Fair on August 13, as 
thousands of fairgoers filled the streets of uptown Maumee, exploring the attractions of 
classic cars, crafts, vendors, kids’ activities, live music and local food. Above, the crowd 
watches as 2-year-old border collie Icon performs a freestyle maneuver off owner Ariel 
Faeth’s back during a show by Performance Dogs of Ohio.        MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY

The Maumee River Towpath Trail project was celebrated by members of the community 
at a ribbon-cutting ceremony on September 14. This photo, taken from atop the Ft. Meigs 
Memorial Bridge, depicts the bright new concrete paths along the shore of the river.   

 MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

Friends, family, neighbors and members of the Maumee Chamber of Commerce gathered on Friday, July 8 to wel-
come innkeeper Katie Pettee and The Federal Inn to uptown Maumee.                                  MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

Jim Briggs was a lifelong fan of music and had amassed a large collection of percus-
sion equipment over his lifetime. After his death, his wife Anita wanted to do some-
thing meaningful with his instruments. More than $12,000 worth of his percussion 
equipment was donated to Maumee City Schools’ instrumental music department 
through a partnership with First Pres Maumee. Anita (center) is pictured with two sen-
ior percussionists, Cameron Schneider (left) and Sam Mullins, during the Music in 
Motion competition at Maumee, where the Briggs family was recognized for the dona-
tion on September 24.                                                                MIRROR PHOTO BY JODY SMALLEY  

A pair of steel railroad tracks from Maumee’s old interurban railway system was unearthed 
on October 27 as construction workers were trenching a path for new stormwater sewer 
pipes at the intersection of Conant and West Dudley streets. The rails date back to 1908 and 
had been buried under the pavement for well over 100 years.        MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

(continued from page 10)

(continued on page 12)
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August 12 and 13. 
September 

• Maumee S.A.I.L. was pub-
licly recognized at Kazmaier 
Stadium during a September 2 
football game for a $500 dona-
tion to the MHS Marching 
Pride. Members of the board 
were able to speak with fami-
lies and students about a sub-
stance-free lifestyle and mak-
ing good choices. 
• Maumee City Council 
awarded a jobs grant to a 
national firm which is locat-
ing its corporate headquar-
ters to 1901 Indian Wood 
Circle in Arrowhead Park. 
The action, taken on 
September 6, will allow 

Ground Penetrating Radar 
Systems LLC to bring in an 
initial workforce of 120 new 
employees with salaries 
averaging just under 
$58,333, thus qualifying the 
firm for the jobs grant. 
• The Maumee Chamber of 
Commerce greeted five new 
members during the 
September 13 luncheon: 
David and Lindsey Short of 
Catch-22 Baseball, Edwin 
Ledgard of Pain Alleviated, 
Peter Schaal of First Priority 
DKI, Seth Roberts of 
Heritage Village of 
Waterville and Ken Stout of 
Toledo Home Repairs. 
• A September 14 ribbon-

cutting ceremony celebrat-
ing the revitalization of 
Maumee’s historic Towpath 
Trail was attended by 
approximately 50 area resi-
dents, who enjoyed a beauti-
ful setting along the 
Maumee River and mar-
veled at the improvements 
that have been made to 
Towpath Park over the 
course of the past year.   
• Anita Briggs donated more 
than $12,000 worth of her late 
husband Jim’s percussion 
equipment to Maumee City 
Schools’ instrumental music 
department through a part-
nership with First Pres 
Maumee.  

October 
• Northwest Ohio residents 
had the opportunity to 
watch Halloween Kills and 
Sixteen Candles alongside 
actor Anthony Michael Hall 
at the Maumee Indoor 
Theater on October 31 and 
November 1. Each event 
featured a screening of one 
of the movies followed by a 
Q&A, meet and greet and 
after-party. 
• Drug-prevention education 
in Maumee City Schools 
underwent a revamp, replac-
ing D.A.R.E. with L.E.A.D., 
or Law Enforcement Against 
Drugs, as an evidence-based 
drug-prevention program for 

students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 
• The Maumee Chamber of 
Commerce heard from four 
new members during its 
monthly luncheon: Tricia 
Mattimoe of Innovative 
Wound Solutions, Laurie 
Christie of Encompass 
Health Rehabilitation, 
Andrew Larson of GLIC 
Electrical and Lisa Banks of 
Leading Families Home. 
• Workers from Helms 
Construction unearthed his-
torical artifacts during the 
uptown Maumee streetscape 
renovation, including rail-
road tracks and an old brick 
sewer structure. 

November 
• Maumee athletic director 
Cam Coutcher stepped 
down from his additional 
role as football coach so that 
he could devote all of his 
attention to his athletic 
director responsibilities.  
• Girl Scout Troop 10726 col-
lected plastic bottle caps and lids 
from Maumee residents and 
were able to create three friend-
ship benches out of the materi-
als. The benches are meant to 
serve as a place where school-
children who may feel alone can 
sit, so that other students can 
approach them and invite them 
to play during recess. 

Girl Scout Troop 10726 members pose with the friendship bench they presented to Wayne Trail Elementary in 
November. The girls collected hundreds of pounds of plastic caps and lids that were turned into three benches – 
one for each of the Maumee City Schools elementaries.                                                            MIRROR PHOTO BY KRISTI FISH  

On November 21, Maumee City Council president Jim MacDonald (left) presented two 
mayoral proclamations recognizing the heroic lifesaving actions of Maumee Fire & EMS 
Capt. Dan Williams (center) and Maumee firefighter/paramedic Ron Wedge (right), whose 
quick actions saved the life of a local soccer player last fall. The two men were also pre-
sented with the prestigious EMS Star of Life Award in Columbus on November 7 after 
being nominated for the honor by Maumee Fire & EMS Deputy Chief Jim Dusseau. 

MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY   

Maumee 1997 graduate Cam Coutcher accepted a new 
position as athletic director in 2022, following Matt 
Szyndler’s resignation. He later stepped down from his 
original role as the school’s football coach to focus on 
his new duties.                            MIRROR PHOTO BY SEAN WALKER

Lighted floats and runners dressed in holiday garb drew big crowds to uptown Maumee 
on November 26 for the Maumee Holiday Light Parade and Holiday Hustle 5K. Pictured 
above are clarinet players Akira Smith and Aaron Cameron, as the Maumee High School 
Marching Pride lead the parade.                                               MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY
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• Maumee City Council president 
Jim MacDonald presented two 
mayoral proclamations recogniz-
ing the heroic lifesaving actions of 
Maumee Fire & EMS Capt. Dan 
Williams and Maumee firefight-
er/paramedic Ron Wedge, whose 
quick actions saved the life of a 
local soccer player last fall. 
• Fifty families received a full 
Thanksgiving meal this year from 
the First Pres of Maumee congrega-
tion. Through a partnership with 
Mosaic Ministries, the church 
packed bags full of foods needed to 
prepare a Thanksgiving dinner. 
• Lighted floats and runners 
dressed in holiday garb drew big 
crowds to uptown Maumee on 
November 26 for the annual 
Maumee Holiday Light Parade 
and Holiday Hustle 5K. 

December 
• Maumee resident Hunter Spioch 
and his father, Glenn, worked 
together to raise enough funds to 
create 30 Christmas dinners for 
those in need. They were joined by 
a handful of volunteers to help 
assemble the food packages and 
distribute them to the families. 
• The annual Shop With a Hero 
event took place on December 14 at 
Meijer, treating about 40 kids to a 
shopping experience with local res-
cue workers. 
• Over 150 people huddled inside 
the riverside shelter house at Side 
Cut Metropark on December 17 to 
pray and pay their respects to over 
850 local veterans who are buried 
at Maumee’s two cemeteries, and 
to volunteer their time to lay 
wreaths at the gravesites of each of 
those veterans. 

Ana Garrett and her children, Brody and Brooklyn, help pack food bags at First Pres in 
Maumee. The bags went to families in need through Mosaic Ministries for Thanksgiving. 

  MIRROR PHOTO BY KRISTI FISH  

Hunter Spioch (right) and his father, Glenn, display a collection of various food items that were donated 
to each of 30 area families in time for their Christmas meals.                            MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY   

The annual Shop With a Hero event took place on December 14 at Meijer, treating about 40 kids to a shopping experience with local rescue workers. After receiving an emer-
gency vehicle escort from the Maumee Fire Department to the store, the children were each given a $125 gift card and paired with a hero to pick out items from the store. 
Above, the group gathers for a photo with Santa and Mrs. Claus before going on their shopping sprees.                                                                      MIRROR PHOTO BY DENNY McCARTHY

On December 17, Dennis Addis, founder of Maumee Honoring Military Veterans, 
addresses a crowd of over 150 people assembled inside the Side Cut Riverview 
Shelter at Side Cut Metropark as the American Legion color guard stands at attention 
in the background.                                                                    MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

The Year In The Mirror: Taking A Look Back At 2022 
(continued from page 12)




